Approval of the Commission on Office Laboratory Accreditation--HCFA. Notice.
This notice announces the approval of the Commission on Office Laboratory Accreditation (COLA) as an accrediting organization for clinical laboratories under the CLIA program. We have found that the accreditation process of this organization provides reasonable assurance that the laboratories accredited by it meet the conditions required by Federal law and regulations. Consequently, laboratories that voluntarily become accredited by COLA in lieu of receiving direct Federal oversight and continue to meet COLA requirements would meet the CLIA condition level requirements for laboratories and therefore are not subject to routine inspection by State survey agencies to determine their compliance with Federal requirements. They are, however, subject to validation and complaint investigation surveys.